In the Cross, on the year of
Serpent
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1. Greetings in the year of serpent:
Be Innocent yet be shrewd!

Believe in

luck or magic,
| believe in
God and his

blessingsl!
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Mat 10:16 “Behold, I am sending you out as
sheep In the midst of wolves, so be wise as
serpents and innocent as doves. (ESV)
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Gen 3:4-6 But the serpent said to the woman, “You
will not surely die. 5 For God knows that when you
eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be
like God, knowing good and evil.” 6 So when the
woman saw that the tree was good for food, and
that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree
was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its
fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her
husband who was with her, and he ate.
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The Serpent Lifted Up: A Sign of
Christ’s Redemption? !
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Num 21:4 From Mount Hor they set out by the
way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of Edom.

And the people
way. 5 And the

pecame Impatient on the
neople spoke against God and

against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of
Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there Is no food
and no water, and we loathe this worthless food.”
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Num 21:6 Then the LORD sent fiery
serpents among the people, and they bit the
people, so that many people of Israel died.

/ And the people came to Moses and said,
“We have sinned, for we have spoken against

the LORD and against you. Pray to the
LORD, that he take away the serpents from

us.” So Moses prayed for the people.
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Num 21:8 And the LORD said to Moses,
“Make a fiery serpent and set it on a pole,
and everyone who Is bitten, when he sees It,
shall live.” 9 So Moses made a bronze
serpent and set it on a pole. And If a serpent
bit anyone, he would look at the bronze
serpent and live.
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Joh 3:13 No one has ascended into heaven
except he who descended from heaven, the
Son of Man. 14 And as Moses lifted up the
serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son
of Man be lifted up, 15 that whoever

believes in him may have eternal
life. (ESV)
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Irenaeus of Lyons (c. 130-202) (St. John’s disciple’s disciple)
“For the law never hindered them from believing in the Son
of God; nay, but it even exhorted them Numbers 21:8 SO to do,
saying that men can be saved in no other way from the old
wound of the serpent than by believing in Him who, in the
likeness of sinful flesh, is lifted up from the earth upon the
tree of martyrdom, and draws all things to Himself, Jjohn 12:32,
John 3:14 and vivifies the dead.” Against Heresies (Book 4, Chapter 2)
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“Rom 8:3 For God has done what the law, weakened
by the flesh, could not do. By sending his own Son In
the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned
sin in the flesh, ...”
1Pe 2:22;24 He committed no sin, neither was deceit
found In his mouth... 1Pe 2:24 He himself bore our sins
In his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live
to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed.
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2. The Serpent Lifted Up: A Sign of

Christ’s Redemption?
Yes, Indeed!
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3. A Pole of Healing or Judgment?




A Pole of Healing or Judgment?

The Judgment of SIN,
and The Healing for sinners
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4. Hezekiah's Enigma of
Nehushtan (Bronze Serpent)!



2Ki1 18:4 He removed the high places and
broke the pillars and cut down the Asherah.
And he broke In pieces the bronze serpent
that Moses had made, for until those days the
people of Israel had made offerings to it (it
was called Nehushtan).
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destruction likely occurred
around 715-710 BC, early in
Hezekiah’s reign, as part of his
efforts to restore true worship

_in Judah.
* In January 2025, archaeologists

uncovered a 3,000-year-old

adgan shrine near Jerusalem's
Temple Mount which was

destroved about the time.




2Ki1 18:4 He removed the high places and
broke the pillars and cut down the Asherah.
And he broke In pieces the bronze serpent
that Moses had made, for until those days the
people of Israel had made offerings to it (it
was called Nehushtan).
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5. Inthe cross, Be my glory ever !
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5. In the cross, Be my glory ever !

Rom 6:6-8 We know that our old self was crucified
with him in order that the body of sin might be
brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be
enslaved to sin.7 For one who has died has been set
free from sin. 8 Now if we have died with Christ, we
believe that we will also live with him.
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5. In the cross, Be my glory ever !

Reflection:

* Has my old self truly died with Christ?
(Galatians 2:20, Romans 6:6)

* Have I crushed my Nehushtan—anything
that takes God’s place? (2 Kings 18:4)

* Dol live daily to bear my cross and follow
Him? (Luke 9:23)
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